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St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church
220 E Blancke Street, Linden, NJ 07036

908-486-2514       www.sehplinden.org

2021 Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th

Vigil Mass
4:00 pm (Facebook Live-stream)

Midnight Mass Observed
10:00 pm 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th

Masses of the Day
8:00 am

10:00 am (Facebook Live-stream)
12:00 Noon

Note: No evening Masses
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3rd Week of Advent 
December 12 - 18,  2021

Saturday  December 11th   
4:00 pm Theresa Drechsel

Sunday  December 12th  
8:00 am Robert Quinn
10:00am Otilia & Lola Esteves
12:00nn Regina Szczykutowicz

Monday  December 13th 
8:00 am People of the Parish
12:05 pm Mary Vollendorf

Tuesday  December 14th
8:00 am Mary Vollendorf
12:05 pm Jane A. Grall

Wednesday December 15th 
8:00 am Sr. Arline Zurich, OSB
12:05 pm Richard Samsel
8:00 pm Simbang Gabi tradition

Thursday  December 16th
8:00 am Anna Girone
12:05 pm Margaret Wojtala

Friday  December 17th
8:00 am S.I. for Jaime Cebedo
12:05 pm Venaida Bumagat Aquino

Saturday  December 18th
12:05 pm John K. Orak

Altar Candles & Sanctuary Lamp
Regina Szczykutowicz
Altar Wine & Bread

Robert Thomas & Libby Antonietti 

4th Week of Advent
December 19-25, 2021

Mass Intentions

Saturday  December 18th   
4:00 pm Robert Drechsel & Domenica Galizia
    
Sunday  December 19th
8:00 am Barbara Favor 
10:00 am Ksenia Palahnuk
12:00nn Edwin Gichuki

Monday  December 20th
8:00 am Catalino Fernandez (Anniversary) 
12:05 pm Rev. Msgr. Joseph Petrillo

Tuesday  December 21st
8:00 am People of the Parish
12:05 pm Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday  December 22nd
8:00 am Gregory D. Chambers
12:05 pm Joan Yankitis

Thursday  December 23rd
8:00 am Celeste Sanchez
12:05 pm Sr. Bertrand Austin. OP

Friday  December 24th (Last Advent Masses)
8:00 am Cesar & Alexis Serrato
12:05 pm Dolores Kmetz (Christmas Eve Masses)
4:00 pm  Christmas Intentions
10:00 pm Christmas Intentions

Saturday  December 25th (Christmas Day)
8:00 am   Christmas Intentions
10:00 am  Christmas Intentions
12Noon  Christmas Intentions

Week of December 12, 2021

Altar Candles - Mary & Frank Klett, Sr.
Sanctuary Lamp - Dolores Kmetz

Altar Bread - Sr. Evelyn Francis, OP
Altar Wine - David Roome Copp

Week of December 19, 2021

Memorials
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Offertory Collections 
November 21st Deposit/Donations     $ 4,812.50
November 28th Deposit/Donations     $ 4,218.50
Weekly Amount Needed to Stay on Budget   $ 4,150.00 

Restricted Donations from Weekly Envelopes
Offset Heating Expense     $  922.00
Offset Archdiocese Assessment/Tax    $  147.00
Christmas Flowers      $ 1,001.00

Online, E-Giving Donations thourgh “We Share”
Our online giving platform: https://sainteonline.weshareonline.org/

Financial News

Parish Finance

Christmas 2021 Collection
Our Parish Finance Council has budgeted $20,000 for this year’s 
Christmas Collection. Please be as generous as your means allow 
so that we might meet, or even, exceed this amount. 

End of Year Tax Giving
With many people having had a good year with their investments, please consult with your accountant or 
financial planner to see if your tax burden might be alleviated by increasing, or making a contribution, to 
St. Elizabeth before the tax year ends on December 31st. This could be a win-win scenario for all involved.

Parish Pipe Organ Renovation
Beginning January 2022, our 70 year-old Pipe Organ will undergo 
a major refurbishing by the Peragallo Organ Co. The pipes and all 
its parts will be removed from the loft and a temporary electronic 
organ will be given us to manage in the interim. 

We expect the organ to be returned in all its glory during the 
Easter season in May. 

If you would like to make a gift to offset the $200,000 expense 
please contact Fr. Ed. 
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Next Monthly Family Faith Formation
Sunday, December 19th after the 10:00 am Mass

We are no longer doing a weekly CCD classroom 
model of Religious Education. Instead, the 
whole family comes together after Sunday 
Mass from 11am to 1pm to learn about our 
Catholic faith. They join with other families to 
break open God’s Word and then to learn this 
month, about the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ/Incarnation and the upcoming season 
of Christmas. Each age group goes into an 
age-appropriate break out session and comes 
back together to share pizza and share what 
they’ve learned. This is now one process for 
First Communion Prep, Confirmation Prep and 
annual religious education. What happens to 
our faith in the home matters!

Parish Annual Financial Report 2020-2021
A copy of the Parish Annual Report is available this weekend next to the bulletins as well as on our parish 
website. If you have any questions please contact Dennis in the parish office.

Parish News

Job Opportunity

Family seeking experienced elder 
care worker, live-in, 4 days a week. 
Offering competitive salary and 
excellent working environment. 
Beautiful, safe, living conditions in 
Flemington, NJ. 

If interested, please contact Philip’s 
cell at (646) 479-8143.
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Senior’s Advent Mass and Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 15th

Fr. Ed and the parish staff would like to invite all Seniors (65+) on Wednesday, December 15th to the 
12:05pm Mass with special music and then downstairs to the Parish Hall for a Christmas Luncheon with 
Christmas music and trivia. 

All Seniors will be guests of the parish that day. Please RSVP to the Rectory Parish Office. Those Seniors who 
cannot attend are welcome to submit her/his name and the meal will be delivered to your home later that 
afternoon. We look forward to a wonderful celebration!

Benedictine Sisters of Elizabeth 
Advent Desert Day

Spend a day, or even a part of the day, at the monastery 
in silence and solitude. Enjoy walking the grounds and 
spending time in our beautiful church and Eucharistic 
Chapel. Pray Midday Prayer with the Sisters. 

Bring your own prayer materials (Rosary, Bible, other 
reading, etc.) and a bag lunch; we’ll provide beverages. 

Proof of vaccination required. 

Cost:  $10 half day  9:00 am - 12:30 pm 
 $15 full Day  9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Call 908-352-4278 extension 205 or email center@bensisnj.org to arrange your day and time. 

Saint Walburga Monastery 
851 North Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07208
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Gospel Meditations
3rd Sunday of Advent 

December 12,  2021
4th Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2021

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, 
deliver us!” St. Teresa of Avila

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” 
In many ways, it really is. When was the last time you 
really laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see 
possible things that are yet to be. Imagine a world filled 
with laughter. We take life too seriously sometimes. Fear, 
uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, and 
myriad other human experiences can rob us of the joy 
needed for laughter. God never promised us an easy road, 
and we do have to take the course of our lives seriously. 
However, there is a balance to be sought and a possible 
joy that can be brought even to the darkest and most 
challenging of encounters.

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found 
in the material objects surrounding us but in the inner 
recesses of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison 
cell as well as in a palace.” Falling in love with God, who 
is present in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth 
of understanding to everything we do and experience. 
We can more easily see above and beyond things while 
pursuing the only One who can truly satisfy our hearts. 
When we realize that God, the king of Israel, is in our midst 
and with us, there is no further misfortune to fear. We 
can celebrate the wonder and beauty of God’s gift of joy. 
It is no wonder that many saints radiate joy and have no 
reservations expressing laughter. They are happy because 
they have found a pearl of great price.

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with 
expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as we ready 
ourselves, even more excitedly, for the coming of our 
Savior. Do not fear and do not be discouraged. If you 
haven’t laughed in a while, why? Something is preventing 
you from expressing the magnificence of your soul and 
the presence of God who dwells within. God’s power and 
presence within us assures us that we are loved and kept 
in that presence. What more is really needed? Rejoice and 
laugh in the presence of God! It really is the best medicine 
and a most perfect way to convince others that God is 
really with us. “Go ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy and 
serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is the sister 
of charity. Serve the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio of 
Pietrelcina)

©LPi

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through 
which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, 
a voice through which Christ speaks and a hand through 
which Christ helps.” As we look around and out at the 
world, we do not have to search too far before we come 
face to face with inequity and injustice. There is so much 
unfairness, prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want. 
The stories of human heartache, people being hurt, 
deprived of life’s necessities, loneliness, and sickness 
are far too commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, 
the vices of greed, lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are 
clearly among the more significant root causes.

Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all, God 
created this world, and one would hope that he would step 
up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once we 
sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize 
just how flawed it really is. God did take responsibility 
and God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as 
the divine solution to the world’s ills. It is not God who 
has shirked responsibility, we have. We are the ones who 
continually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, and 
securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use 
us.

Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of 
God to come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and 
believed. Having opened herself to being an instrument 
of the Divine, God could use her as his mind, heart, voice, 
and hand. She became God’s vessel so that God’s greatness 
could reach the ends of the earth and peace could come 
upon the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you 
and me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ 
came into the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, 
and herald of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did 
Mary, that what has been spoken to us by the Lord will 
be fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the Christians 
we claim to be. What a difference it would make if every 
person who professed to be Christian truly understood 
that their one and only vocation is to be God’s instrument. 
What a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be.

     ©LPi
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(All Masses open to the public.)
Saturdays 4:00 PM  Anticipatory Mass for Sunday
Sundays     8:00 AM  Sunday Mass
     10:00 AM  Sunday Mass*
       12:00 Noon  Sunday Mass

*Also live streamed for those at home on our Facebook and Youtube: 
“St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church - Linden NJ”

Weekend Mass Schedule

Parish Contact Information
Rectory Address
179 Hussa Street

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Phone (General Queries)
908-486-2514
908-403-1513 (Emergency)
908-486-1757 (Fax)

Religious Education
908-486-2514 
Coordinated by Tanya Grissett
religiouseducation@sehplinden.org
(x215)

Parish Email
office@sehplinden.org

Parish Website
www.sehplinden.org

STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Edgardo P. Jocson (Fr. Ed)
pastor@sehplinden.org
(x202)

Deacon
John Bejgrowicz

Receptionist
Ann Marie Bednar
office@sehplinden.org
(x201)

Volunteer Administrative Assistant
Donna “Doll” Vilchinsky
secretary@sehplinden.org
(x203)

Maintenance Director
Pablo Hernandez
maintenance@sehplinden.org

Rectory Assistant
Lidia Marin

Bookkeeper
Lizeth Amaya
finance@sehplinden.org
(x205)

Parish Consultant
Dennis Corcoran
officemanager@sehplinden.org
(x204)

Director of Music
Tom Carter
musicdirector@sehplinden.org

Leader of Song/Cantor
James Kinzel
music@sehplinden.org 
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